
                 President’s Report – Oct. 27, 2024 

Firstly, I wish to thank the current Board Members and express my gratitude for all their work to 
FRAHCAS and the community over the last year. I thank them for hosting meetings, manning 
petitions, distribution of materials, writing letters to the City and media outlets and general 
support and dedication to Heritage values. I would especially like to thank and acknowledge 
Walley Lightbody who has been a long-time advocate of the Abbott Street Heritage Area.  
Walley recently, due to aging and health issues has decided to spend most of his time in 
Vancouver, close to family. 

In the nature of positive turnover, some members will be retiring, making way for new growth 
and ideas.  More on that later in the meeting. 

Over this past year, several changes in Provincial and City regulations have challenged us all 
to step up its quest to maintain the heritage character of our community.  

Situations change from year-to-year with respect to government’s and council’s appetite for 
densification and, rightly or wrongly, economic development, etc.  

However, over the past year, several activities have occurred, such as: 

• Demolitions of older houses; 
• New builds that seem out of character; 
• Provincial government changes to zoning regulations, specifically: The new BC 

legislation allowing up to four units on a single residential lot, as well a 6 story building 
within the Hospital Transit Zone; and 

• City Council changes to zoning and the Official Community Plan. 

The FRAHCAS Board and members alike have exerted great effort over this past year to try 
and maintain our objectives. Specifically, we have: 

• Registered with the City as a Lobby entity: 
• Manned a petition table along Abbott Street interacting with residents and visitors alike 

promoting awareness of our unique community; 
• We created and presented an online and hard copy petition trying to protect Kelowna’s 

Heritage Areas. To date, we have received 306 hard copy signatures and 565 online 
signatures; 

• We sent several letters to the Mayor, City Council and City planners voicing our concern 
with resent zoning changes; 

• We made a presentation to City Council during a hearing where changes to the Official 
Community Plan promoting, as ,mentioned, inclusion of  4-plexes and 6-story high rises 
in designated Heritage Conservation Areas; 

• We sent letters to local news outlets as well as being interviewed by the “Kelowna Now” 
publication; 



• We urged City Council and City Planners to publish specific heritage guidelines to 
ensure preservation of historical character; 

• We have offered to participate in City Planner’s review of heritage guidelines; 
• We participated in Heritage Week, with the Central Okanagan Heritage Society 

(“COHS”) in February where we had a joint table at the Community Theatre with KSAN 
– Kelowna South Central Association of Neighbourhoods’ outlining our joint heritage 
values. We also, jointly with KSAN, knocked on doors and put out “SAVE our Heritage 
Conservation Area” signage. 

Essentially, we tried to be voice during difficult times and during changing dynamics within our 
neighbourhood. 

Whether all this was effective or useful, will be part of the discussion in a few minutes from 
now. 

Regardless, on behalf of the Board, I thank everyone attending this AGM and for your past and 
ongoing support.


